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5HREK THE MUSICAt 

SHREK 

WHAT ARE YOU DOING IN MY SWAMP?!!! 

m,ey gasp. Uh-oh, now what?) 

PINOCCHIO 

Well gosh, we were forced to come here. 

SHREK 
Forced? By who? 

PIG #2 

Lord Farquaad! He hoofed und he poofed, und he signed an eveection notice. 



SHRCK T/1£ MUSIC,\ t 

SHREK 

Huh. Well, not my problem. Now you all need to tum around and go back where 
you came from. 

MAMA BEAR 

Go back?! We can't go back! 

PIG #1 

Farquaad vill tum us into bratvurst! 

WOLF 

The guy's bad news. 

SUGAR PLUM FAIRY 

(Russian accent) 

Hey, maybe you could talking to him. 

ELF 

Yeah, he'll listen to you! You're big and scary. 

SHREK 

I'm also an ogre, which means I stay on my swamp and! avoid large crowds. 

Or haven't you read the stories? 

WOLF 

You mean those stories that say I'm a big "bad" woU? 

WITCH 

And.the ones that say I'm a "wicked" witch? 

(I'HEY all laugh 11proario11sly.) 

PINOCCHIO 

Or the ones that say I'm a "wooden" boy! 

(off their uncomfortable si
l

ence) 

What? I'm not a wooden boy. 

(nose grows - bwoooop) 

I have a glandular condition. 

WITCH 
Look here, ogre, I'm gonna spell it out for ya. We don't want us here any more than
you do. But you're the only one tough enough to stand up to that no-good
flim-flammer Farquaad. 

SHREK 
Tough enough? You don't even know me. 

READING #1 - Stop 
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SHlltK TH£ MUSICAL 

ACT ONE 

SCENE FOUR 

(A door far upstage is thrown c,pen to reveal a terri_&ing, back-lit figure. A spot-light 

FARQUAAD 

Thelonius, I'm ready. Bring in the cookie! 

(Familiar cries of a terrified GINGERBREAD MAN, who is wheeled in on a shrouded 
cart.) 

VOICE OF GINGY 

Ohhhh, gosh. Uh-oh, what's happening now? Oooo, th1s ls scary. Ohhhh, geez. 
Ohh, no. 

(I11e shroud is whipped off to reveal the petrified Gingy on a cookie sheet. His legs have 
been broken off. FARQUAAD relishes the moment.) 

Ha ha heh heh heh ... 

Oh-no-oh-no-oh-nooo .... 
(and then he sees Farquaad)

Ohhhhh, it's you ... 

FARQUAAD 

GINGY 

FARQUAAD 

�Run, run, run as fast as you can, you can't catch me-I'm the Gingerbread Man!"
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READING #2 - Start 
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,... 

GINGY 

Look what you've done to my legs! You're a monster! 

FARQUAAD 

I'm not the monster here, you are. You and the rest of that fairy tale trash poisoning 
my perfect kingdom. 

GINGY 

It's not a kingdom! Because you're not a king! 

FARQUAAD 

Oh, but I will be. Just as soon as I find a princess to many. And I hear you know of 
one. Tell me where she is! 

GINGY 

Eat me! 

(spits in Farquaad's face) 

GUARDS 

Ahhh! 

(Farquaad's GUARDS all pull out torture devices-a rolling pin, a giant spatula, an 
egg-beater, a carton of milk, etc ... ) 

FARQUAAD 

(through clenched teeth) 

No! I've tried to be fair to you creatures, but now my patience has reached its end! 

GINGY 

(stalling) 

Uh-uh, uhh, okay, well, maybe I have heard tell of a princess. 

FARQUAAD 

From who? 

GINGY 

Do you know the Muffin Man? 

FARQUAAD 

The Muffin Man? 

GINGY 

The Muffin Man. 

FARQUAAD 

Yes. I know the Muffin Man. Who lives on Drury Lane? 

GINGY 

Well, I heard it from the Muffin Man. 
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SHRCK Tue MUSICAt 

FARQUAAD 

The Muffin Man?! 

GINGY 

The Muffin Man! 

FARQUAAD 

(thoughtful, to himself) 

He heard it from the Muffin Man ...

GINGY 
Can I go now? 

FARQUAAD 

You haven't told me where the she is! 

GINGY 
I can't! 

FARQUAAD 

You must! 

GINGY 

I won't! 

FARQUAAD 

Tell me or I'll-! 

(reaches for Gingy's buttons) 

GINGY 

No! Not the buttons! Not my gumdrop buttons! 

Then where is the princess?! 

FARQUAAD 

GINGY 

(broken) 

Okay ... I'll tell you. She's a day's walk from here. In a dragon-guarded castle,
surrounded by hot boiling lava.

Well that sounds dangerous.

FARQUAAD 

Ya want a princess or not?!

GINGY 

Goon. 
FARQUAAD 

READING #2 - Stop 
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SllltlJK THII MUIIC,\L 

BVBRYONB 

SHREK 
Hey, are you Lord Farquaad? 

FARQUAAD 
Maybe. Does the name strike fear in your heart? 

SHRBK 
No, but that little hat does. 

FARQUAAD 
Who let this thing In here?! 

SHRBK 
Look, I'll be out of your sUky hair just as soon as you gimme my swamp back. 

FARQUAAD 
Your swamp? 

SHRBK 
Yes, where you dumped those fairytale creatu.res. 

FARQUAAO 
News flash, Ogre, that oozing mud pit is actually within the province of Duloc, and 
therefore under my Jurisdiction. 

SHRBK 

Now look hero, Half-Plnt-

FARQUAAD 

Wait a minute. Walt ... a ... minute. 
(chuckles) 

Oh this Is too perfect. 

What is?

SHRBK 

FARQUAAD 
You! You're big and hulking and ... wonderfully expendable.

(to his audience)
People of Duloc, we have a winner!

(Fanfare. Shrek and Donkey are confused.)

READING #3 - Start 

READING #3 - Stop 
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S//11£1C TII& ilfUIICAL 

(The set has changed. A11d they are safe on the other side. All signs of the Dragon and 
her keep hwe vanished. 

FIONA is skipping about like the overjoyed princess she is. SHREK a11d DONKEY are 
winded.) 

You did it! You-did-it-you-did-it-you-did-it. You're nma:iing, you're wonderful, 
you're ... a little unorthodox I'll admit but-

(regains her composure) 

Thy deed is great, and thlnc heart is pure. I am eternally in your debt. 

DONKEY 

Ahem. 

FIONA 

And where would a brave knight be without his noble steed? 

DONKEY 

Alright! r hope you heard that. She called me a Nnoble steed!# She think I'm a 
steed. 

FIONA 

Well, Sir Shrek, the battle is won. You may remove your helmet. 

READING #4 - Start 

FIONA 



S11/CIIK THI MUI/CAL 

SHREK 

Ahhh ... no. 

FIONA 

Why not? 

SHREK 

I ... I have helmet hair. 

FIONA 

. (coyly) 

Please, I wouldest look upon the face of my rescuer. 

SHREK 

Oh no, you wouldn't ... tst. 

FIONA 

(giggles) 

But-how will you kiss me? 

SHREK 

What? That wasn't in the job description. 

DONKEY 

Maybe it's a perk. 

FIONA 

No-it's destiny. "A princess is rescued by a brave knight and then they share true 
love's first kiss." 

DONKEY 

With Shrek?! You think that Shrek is your true love? Hahahahaha! 

FIONA 

What is so funny? 

SHREK 

(also laughing) 

Well, let's just say I'm not your type, okay? 

(losing patience)

FIONA 

Of course you are. You're my rescuer! Now remove your helmet.

loo 
SHREK 

k, 1 really don't think that's a good idea.

JUst take ff o the helm1>►
FIONA 
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S11HUK TIIB MUIIC,H 

SHREK 
I'm not going to. 

FIONA 

Take It offl 

SHREI< 

Nol 

FIONA 

NOWI 

SHRBK 

Okay I Easy. As you command, Your Highness ... 

(SHREK remom his l1elmet. FIONA stares 111 him blankly, confused but 1101

frigMened. SHREK smiles.) 

FIONA 

You're ... an ogre? 

SHREK 

( ... of course) 

Oh, you were expecting Prince Charming? 

FIONA 

Well ... yes actually. Oh no. I'm supposed to be rescued by my true lovel Not by 
some ogre and his ... pct. 

DONKEY 

Well so much for noble steed. 

FIONA 

You're not supposed to be an ogre. 

(HE sighs, Irritated.) 

SHRBK 

Princess, I was sc11t to rescue you by Lord Farquaad, okay? He's the one who wants 
to marry you. 

FIONA 

Oh. Then why didn't 1,e come rescue me? 

SHREK 

Good question. You should ask him that when we get there tomorrow. 



SIIRBIC Tll6 MUSICAL 

FIONA 

(stops) 
Tomorrow? 

(suddenly realizes) 
Oh my gosh, it's almost sunset! 

SHREK 

So? 

FIONA 

(looks to setHng sun) 
I didn't realize it was so late. We need to make camp. 

SHREK 

Camp? But you've Just escaped I 

FlONA 

Yes, Md I found the whole ordeal quite exhausting. l need to rest immediately. 

SHREK 

That's unfortunate, because we're gonna keep going. 

FIONA 

I NEED TO PINO SOMBWHBRE TO CAMP RIGHT NOW! 

(SHREK and DONKEY stop in their tracks.) 

SHREK 

Very well. There's a cave right there. 

DONKEY 

Shrekl That's no place for a princess. 

FIONA 

(more concerned with the setting sun) 
No, no it's perfect. Well gentlemen, J bid thee good night!

(heads for the cave) 

DONKEY 
You want me to read you a bedtime story? Cause I will.

I said GOoo NlGHr!
FIONA 

(SHE disappears into the cave. SHREK and DONKEY stand in silence for a moment.)

READING #4 - Stop 
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SHRliK THI! MUSICAL 

ACT ONE 

SCENE TEN READING #5 - Start 

(CUFF'S EDGE. A star-lit night. DONKEY prattles 011, excited. SHREl< is sH/1 
st11ng by the helmet moment.) 

DONKEY 

And this is what I realized - if we escaped a dragon, then we could do anything.
Man, I co11/d be a steed. Or I could work the Crusades circuit if I wanted to. I could 
even be one of those horses who pull those wagons full of beer! I'd need some hair 
extensions on my ankles, but I could do it. Who do you wanna be? 

SHREK 

I don't wanna be anyone. 

DONKEY 

Just for fun though, who would you pick? 

SHREK 

I wouldn't. 

DONKEY 

But if you had to. 

SHREK 

Donkey-

DONKEY 

Like if a guy had a sword at your throat and was like, "look here, you can't be an 
ogre anymore, pick something else," then who would you pick? 

SHREK 

I would pick that guy up and hurl him into a tree! 

DONKEY 

�� you are no fun at all, you know it? ls this what it's gonna be like when we 
finish rescuing the princess? Us sitting around our swamp all day doing nothing?

SHREK 
Our swamp? Donkey, there is no our. There's no we. There's just me and my 
swamp. And when I do get back, the first thing I'm gonna do Is build a ten foot wall
around my land.

{beat) 
DONKEY 

You cut me deep, Shrek. You cut me real deep just now ...
(gathers himself)

What's y our problem anyway? What do you got against the whole world?
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SHREK 

I'm not the one with the problem, okay? It's the world who seems to have a problem

w;th me. You saw how that princess reacted. 11\at' s how it always is. People take

one look at me and it's all,* Aghhh! Help! A big stupid ugly ogre!" They judge me

before they even know me. 1bat's why I'm better off alone.

DONKEY 

(after a moment) 

But you know what, Shrek? When we met, I didn't think you was just a big, stupid 

ugly ogre. 

SHREK 

(looks down at him, and softens) 

Yeah l know. 

(A moment bett«en them. DONKEY decides to push the issue ... ) 

DONKEY 

So there's really no one else you'd rather be? 
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ACT TWO

SCENE SIX 

(THE RED WOODS. The sun rises. FIONA steps out of the old barn, looking for 
Slrrek. SHE.finds //is sunflower instead. SHE picks it up and ponders her future,) 

FIONA · Shrek! ... Thank goodness! There's something I have to tell you ...

SHREK 
(Walks right past her, angry)You do , ha 'gh 

n t ve to tell me anything. I heard enough last ru t.

 READING #6 - Start 
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SHIii/iC THI! MUSICAL 

FIONA 

(stop, -shocud) 

Oh. You ... you heard whal I said? 

SHREK 

Every word. Especially, •who could love such a hldeou, ugly beas111• 

FIONA 

But. .. I thought that wouldn't mat1er to you. 

SHRBK 

Yeah, well it docs. 

(sound of approaching army) 

Ah, right on time. Prlnce55, I've brought you a litlle something. 

VOICE OF FAROUAAD 

Whooooa, Plastic Horse! 

(OR: Condolttza, Stahawk, Sprinkles, et al.] 

(FIONA is cxmfastd. SHE loo/cs from Sl1rtk to Farquaad.) 

FARQUAAD 

Princess Fiona 7 

SHREK 

As promised ... now about my swamp-

P ARQUAA D 

Cleared off, as agreed. And the deed has been put In your name. Now step away 
before I change my mind. 

(flONA and SHREK exchange a look. SHREK 111atcha the dttd and turns hi, back.) 

FARQUAAD 

Forgive me, Princess, for startling you. I am Lord Farquaad. 



SIIREK Tl/£ MUSICAL 

FIONA 

(composing lrersel/) 

Lord Farquaad. Forgive me, for I was just saying a short ...
(as Farquaad is lifted out of his leg extenders) 

... farewell. 

FARQUAAD 

(chuckles) 

Oh, that is so sweet, but you don't have to waste good manners on the ogre. It's not 
like it has feelings. 

FIONA 

(looks at Shrek and steels herself) 

No, you're right, "it" doesn't. 

FARQUAAD 

(take her /rand) 

Princess Fiona, bca.utiful, £air, flawless Fiona ... 

(gets down on 011e knee ... sort of) 

I ask your hand in marriage. Will you be the perfect bride for the perfect groom 7

FIONA 

(pause, glares at Slrrek) 

Lord Parquaad ... I accept. Nothing would make me

FARQUAAD 

Excellent! I'll start the plans ... for tomorrow we wed! 

FIONA 

No! 

(SHREK spins around hopeful.) 
1 mean, ah, why wait? Let's get married today. Before sunset. 

(SHREK scowls and turns away.) 

FARQUAAD 

�
h

i Anxious are we? Captain, ride ahead and tell them it's a Code Red! You're fight. The sooner the better. There's so much to do! We'll be married by sunset!

- 96 -

 READING #6 - Stop




